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INTRODUCTION

Cockroaches

· There are over 3,500 cockroach species existing in the world.

· Cockroaches live in warm places, such as kitchens and are nocturnal creatures. 

· Disease bacteria can remain in the cockroach digestive system for over a month.
· Human food or utensils can become contaminated with bacteria from cockroach feces. 
· Food poisoning can occur from cockroach-bacteria infested food.
The Control of Cockroaches

· An exterminating service can be used for cockroach control.

· The gain of doing-it-yourself is the cost savings and you know your home better than a stranger does.

Camphor and the Control of Cockroaches

· Camphor: A white compound with an aromatic odor. 
· Obtained from the camphor tree which grows in Asia and Brazil
· Also produced synthetically for most commercial uses.
· Has been used to protect fabric from moths.
HYPOTHESIS

My hypothesis is that camphor will kill the cockroaches because of the camphor’s strong smell.

PROCEEDURE

· First, I took a jar and poked a hole in the lid.
· I caught cockroaches and put them in the jar.
· Then, I put a ball of camphor inside the same jar.
· I left the jar, but every now and then, came back to observe.  
· This experiment lasted for eleven hours.
RESULTS

· When first imprisoned, the cockroaches were very active and scrambled all over the inside of the jar. 

· When the camphor was put in, they began to slow down considerably. 

· All of them seemed to be avoiding the camphor. 

· After over nine hours, none of the cockroaches had died! All of them were on their backs, though. The only way to tell that they were alive was by moving the jar slightly. Even then, the movement of the cockroaches was not great. 

· The cockroaches did eventually die after eleven hours.

CONCLUSION

· I conclude that camphor does kill the cockroaches fully.

· It can be used as a strong repellant. 

· It is a very slow process for the camphor to kill the cockroaches.

· Camphor can be a useful tool in ridding a house of cockroaches.
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